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ABSTRACT : 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a freshness retaining agent capable of preventing the 
discoloration of a raw vegetab le and sup pressi ng the p ropaga tion of microorganisms 
sticking to the vegetable and suitable for preserving the cut vegetable - ; — etc . , by 
including hinokitiol , chitosan and ethanol . 

SOLUTION: This freshness retaining agent contains hinokitiol in an amount of preferably 
5.0-20 wt.% (based on ethanol), chitosan in an amount of preferably 0.005-10 wt . % 
(based on the ethanol) and the ethanol. Veg etable s are preferably b rought into contac t 
with an a queous ^ s olution prepare3~~5y~'dilutirig~~the freshness retaining agent to 0.1-10 
wt.% to carry out The sterilizing treatment of the vegetables or preferably brought 
into contact with an aqueous solution containing chlorine dioxide and then coated with 
the fre shness retaini ng ag ent to conduct the sterilization treatment of the vegetables . 
Naturally occurring -frTnokitiol g an alkali metal salt of hinokitiol, an iron complex, 
etc., of the hinokitiol are preferably used as the hinokitiol . 
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